LATIMER FAMILY

Joel Latimer was born about 1794 in Virginia and died in Alabama in 1870 at 76. Little
is known about his early life including his parents. He had three wives (possibly a fourth
unconfirmed — a Joel Latimer married a Hannah R. Padgett on 10 NOV 1863, Pike Co., AL) and
had eight known children.

Mary (?) Latimer and Joel were married 14 OCT 1820, Hancock Co., GA (from 1ds
family search website). The family was listed in the 1830 Hancock Co., GA census. Joel
Latimer bet 30-40 (if born 1794, he’d be 36); 1 male bet 5-10 (son, Joseph b abt 1822, age 8); one
female bet 20-30 (wife, Mary, abt 30); another female bet 10-15 (an unknown daughter? born abt
1820, the year they were married or maybe a step-daughter to Joel?).

This family is listed in the 1840 Warren Co., GA census, 1 white male bet 15-20 (Joseph
A., 18); 1 white male bet 40-50 (Joel, 46); 1 white female bet 30-40 (wife Mary, 40). The
daughter is not mentioned, could be married by this time.

Joel married second wife Martha Alford on 19 AUG 1841, Hancock Co., GA, daughter of
Owen and Tabitha (Grace) Alford. Their six known children: Sidney b 1842; Salestia/Lestina? b
1844; Celestia Roxanna b 1845; Ella b 1847; Mary J. b 1850; Georgia A. b 1852.

The family is listed in the 1860 Bruceville, Pike Co., AL census lists Joel 67; wife
Martha 43; son, Sidna (Sidney) 16; first daughter Salestia/Lestina(?) not listed; Celestia 15; Ella
C. 11; Mary J. 9; Georgia A. 7, and a farm laborer, Henry Thomas Slaughter, 21.

Joel married third wife, Sarah Kirksey on 27 APR 1864, Montgomery Co., AL. Sarah
Kirksey Latimer is listed in the 1870 Montgomery Co., AL census with Joel, 76; Sarah 44; and
Joel’s daughter Ella, 21. Wife Sarah is listed in the 1880 Pine Level, Montgomery Co., AL
census as mother-in-law, age 54, single with the James D. Leak family, wife listed as C.A. Leak.

Known children of Joel Latimer:

Unknown Latimer, female born abt 1820, listed in 1830 Hancock Co., GA census.

Joseph A. Latimer born about 1822, Georgia and died about 1858 at 36. He married his
step-mother’s younger sister, Angelina Amanda Alford on 14 Apr 1850, Hancock Co., GA.
Angelina Amanda Alford was the 12™ child of Owen and Tabitha Alford born about 1827,
Hancock Co., GA. Angelina and Joseph had an infant, name unknown. Joseph’s estate in Pike
Co., AL reveals that he died in Andaluisa, Covington Co., AL and his body was transported by
wagon back to Pike Co., AL for burial. Among his accounts payable records were bills for
coffins for Mrs. Latimer (Angelina) on 24 AUG 1857 and for a child in OCT 1857. (Joseph
Latimer information provided by Carol Slaughter of Kentucky).

Sidney Franklin Latimer was born 09 JUN 1842 and died Geneva, Geneva Co., AL on 18
FEB 1896 at 53. He became a doctor and married Louisiana America Reynolds. They had five
children.

Selestia/Lestina (?) (hard to read census) born 1844

Celestia Roxanne Latimer was born 22 AUG 1845, Sparta, Hancock Co., GA and died
Geneva, AL on 08 JAN 1925 at 79 years old. She married Henry Thomas Slaughter on 12 MAY
1861, Pike Co., AL. They had eleven children. Henry was born 16 APR 1839, Jasper Co., GA
and died 07 DEC 1900, Madison Co., TX, buried Burrows Cemetery, Madison Co., TX. He
served with the confederacy with brother-in-law Sidney Latimer with Co. L, 3 AL Regiment.

Ella C. Latimer was born 1847. At age 21 she is listed in the 1870 Montgomery Co., AL
census with father Joel and step-mother Sarah Kirksey.

Mary J. Latimer was born 1850, nothing else is known about her.

Georgia Ann was born 1852, she married in Macon Co., AL about 1869/70 to John S.
Slaughter, brother of Henry Thomas Slaughter. John was born about 1843. Their children: Lela
J. born 1871, AL; May born 1873, AL; and Alice E. born 1879, AL.

It is unknown where Joel Latimer is buried, assuming either Pike or Montgomery
Counties, Alabama. Most of the information of Joel Latimer was found in census records.



DR. SIDNEY FRANKLIN LATIMER

Sidney Franklin Latimer was born 09 JUN 1842 and died Geneva, Geneva Co.,
AL on 18 FEB 1896 at 53. His parents were Joel Latimer and Martha Alford. While
serving in the Confederate Army, 3™ Regiment, Alabama Infantry, Co. L as a private, he
lost his left leg at Chancellorville, VA on 2 MAY 1863. They had to amputate it below
the knee, ending his Army service. Sidney was 21. When he was 24, he married his only
wife, Louisiana America Reynolds in Muscogee Co., GA on 11 JAN 1866 (Ids family
search). Sidney attended medical school in Savannah, Chatham Co., GA where he
received his medical degree. Their first two children were born in Orion, Pike Co., AL
and their next three children were born in Victoria, Coffee Co., AL. The family moved to
Geneva, AL in the mid-1880s. Dr. Latimer practiced medicine and owned a pharmacy.

Louisiana ‘Lou’ Reynolds was born in Alabama on 08 FEB 1848 and died 25
MAY 1887 at 39. Nothing else is known about her. Dr. Sidney was a well-respected
member of the Masons, whom they referred to as an “estimated brother”. Dr. and Mrs.
Latimer were charter members of the First Baptist Church of Geneva.

Their children:

Minnie Alice was born 19 JUN 1867 and died 26 JAN 1925 in Geneva at 57. She
married James Jefferson Johnson on 19 JUL 1894, James was born 27 OCT 1852 and
died 31 OCT 1928 at 76. They had five children, Hugh Latimer; Mary Tessa; Joel
Edward; Sidney Franklin, and Cecil Bush. Alice was his third wife. She helped raise his
first born son by his second marriage, James Jefferson, Jr.

Benjamin A. was born 19 MAR 1869 and died on 03 SEP 1900 at 31, Geneva,
AL. He married Julia Keith early in 1893. Julia was born 05 JUN 1873 and died 31
AUG 1913 at 40. They had two daughters, Julia Juanita and Roxsie ‘Bennie’.

Tessa C. was born 03 JUN 1873 and died 25 SEP 1964 at 91. She never married.
She owned a millinery (hat) shop in Geneva for many years.

Sidney Franklin, Jr. was born 27 AUG 1876 and died 10 NOV 1929 at 53. He
married Bertha L. Leigh on 06 NOV 1901, Geneva. Bertha was born 14 FEB 1879 and
died 29 JUL 1965 at 86. They had eight children, Alice Leigh; Sidney F. III; George
Robertson; Carolyn and Kathryn, twins, Ruth Marie; Norvelle Benjamin and Margaret.

Wade ‘Bud’ was born about 1879 and died between 1900/1910. Little else is
known about him.

Albert Jackson was born 20 JUN 1882 and died 21 SEP 1947 at 65, buried
Geneva City cemetery. He married Nelle Blair Richards in Washington Co., FL on 10
JAN 1912. Nelle was born 04 JUN 1892 and died 28 JAN 1984. They had four children,
Nelle Anne; Sarah Louise; Albert J., Jr. and Tessa Nell.

Sidney was a practicing physician who owned a pharmacy that his oldest son,
Bennie managed for many years. Sidney was also a tax assessor, a circuit court clerk for
Geneva Co., and the church clerk for Sandy Creek Baptist church in Coffee Co., AL.

Sidney and Lou Latimer are both buried at Geneva City cemetery.

Most of the above information came from census records, gravestones and
Geneva. Alabama — A History published by the Geneva’s Womens Club in 1987.




BENJAMIN A. LATIMER

Benjamin was born on 19 MAR 1869, Orion, Pike County, AL and died 03 SEP
1900 at 31 years old. When he was 19, his family moved to Geneva about 1888. Bennie
attended medical school in Mobile (probably Alabama Medical College) and had plans to
return to complete his studies. He worked with his father in the Latimer drugstore. In
early 1893, when 26, Ben married only wife Julia Keith. She was the daughter of
William Jonah Keith and Roxy Ann Jordan. Julia was born 05 JUN 1873 in Geneva and
died 31 AUG 1913, Geneva at 40. Ben and Julia had two daughters, Julia Juanita born 07
DEC 1893. She married James Daniel DeLoach. Roxsie ‘Bennie’ was born OCT 1898.
She married Joseph B. Bush.

After Ben’s death, Julia raised her two daughters with the help of her father and
siblings. On 02 FEB 1907, she married second husband, Wallace Douglass McKinnon in
Geneva. He was the son of Dr. Angus McKinnon and Catherine Gillis. This marriage to
Julia was his second. His first marriage was to Rebecca Mary Gray about June/July
1886. Rebecca was born DEC 1866 in Alabama to parents Richard Monroe Gray and
Mary Jane Hayes. Rebecca and Wallace spent most of their married life in Geneva, AL
and Pensacola, Escambia Co., FL. This was where Rebecca resided with her six children, (PW‘}*"‘>
raising them to adulthood. Interesting note: In all the census records, Rebecca
McKinnon refers to herself as a widow, even though Wallace was still living. It is
unclear if they were ever divorced. Rebecca never remarried. She died after the 1930
census was taken in Dade Co., FL at the age of 63. They had six children: Richard Gray;
daughter Clyde; Angus Gillis, Hugh Hayes; Lillie Belle; and Paul D. They were married
for about fourteen years. '

The McKinnon family came from Walton County, Florida about 1862. They had
five children, Augustus Douglass. He married Julie Keith’s older sister, Martha Callice
“Callie” on 13 MAR 1890, Geneva; second child was an unnamed baby girl that was
born and died on the same day; Arribella Gillis, she married Charles Henry Laney;
Wallace Douglass; and last child was Angus Murdock who never married. Their father,
Dr. Angus McKinnon died in 1870 Geneva. Mother Catherine Gillis McKinnon died in
1890 Geneva, AL. All the McKinnons are buried in Euchee Valley Cemetery, Walton
Co., FL, except Augustus whose buried in Geneva City cemetery.

Wallace was born APR 1861, Walton Co., FL and died 13 AUG 1933, Ferry Pass,
Escambia Co., FL at 72, after serving near seventeen years in prison. According to
newspapers, Wallace was a troublemaker and alcoholic, well known to thekaws dntoreemadt e
Geneva and Walton counties. Wallace and Julia’s marriage was not a happy one. There
were no children born to this marriage. Julia was murdered by her husband on Sunday
morning, August 31, 1913 by a single gunshot that severed a large artery. She bled to
death in minutes. Fortunately, neither of her two daughters were at home. On October 9,
1913, Wallace Douglass McKinnon was found guilty of first degree murder. He should
have been given the death penalty, but was given a life sentence, which he served about
seventeen years before being released. Both his parents had died before this happened.
His older brother Augustus had died in 1911. His sister Belle Laney lived in Pensacola
with her family. His youngest sibling, brother Angus was the only McKinnon still living
in Geneva when the murder occurred. It doesn’t appear that Belle or Angus had any
contact with Wallace when he was released. Angus left Geneva shortly after the trial.
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